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State Pollution Control Board, Odisha celebrated 

the 5th International Day of Clean Air for Blue 

Skies-2024 with a theme “Invest in #CleanAirNow” 

in collaboration with the many stakeholders in 

seven non-attainment cities viz. Angul, Balasore, 

Bhubaneswar, Cuttack, Kalinga Nagar, Rourkela, 

and Talcher. 

A total of 23 events were conducted including a bi-

cycle rally, walkathon, plantation, technical 

presentation, awareness and cultural programme at 

various apartments and showcasing environmental 

awareness videos in 37 cinema halls across Odisha. 

 

More than 2000 participants were presented in this 

programme and around 500 nos. of plants were 

planted in different locations. As per the mission LiFE 

mandate, all the participants have taken the mission 

LiFE pledge. 

 



 

 

 

1. Introduction 
lean air is important for the health and day-to-day lives of people, while air pollution is the single greatest environmental 

risk to human health and one of the main avoidable causes of death and disease globally. According to the United Nations 

Environment Programme (UNEP), air pollution is the world’s biggest environmental killer. Data from the World Health 

Organization (WHO) indicates that air pollution is responsible for around seven million premature deaths each year through 

diseases such as lung cancer, acute respiratory infections and heart disease. In addition, air pollution disproportionately affects 

women, children and older persons. Air pollution doesn’t only affect human health, it also negatively impacts the climate, economic 

growth and natural environment. Air pollution decreases the oxygen supply in our oceans, making it harder for plants to grow and 

as such, contributes to climate change. 

 
In order to raise awareness and mobilise efforts against air pollution, the Second Committee of the 74th session of the United 

Nations (UN) General Assembly adopted a resolution on November 26, 2019, designating 7th September as the “International Day 

of Clean Air for Blue Skies”. The resolution stresses the importance of global awareness of air pollution and the need for robust 

actions to improve air quality. The day also highlights the negative impact of air pollution on human health, socio-economy, and 

work productivity. 

 
Ministry of Environment, Forest, and Climate Change (MoEF&CC), New Delhi and Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) 

have decided to observe the International Day of Clean Air for Blue Skies in all the 131 non-attainment cities in India. Accordingly, 

the Forest, Environment and Climate Change Department (FE&CC), Govt. of Odisha and Odisha State Pollution Control Board 

(OSPCB) are organizing events in seven non-attainment cities of Odisha to raise the awareness of all stakeholders and general 

public to combat air pollution at large. 
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https://www.who.int/health-topics/air-pollution#tab=tab_1


 

 

 

1.1 Yearly Themes and Activities 

Since 2020, the international community has been celebrating International Day of Clean Air for Blue Skies with a different 

theme selected for each year as given below:  

 

• 2020 Clean Air for All 

• 2021 Healthy Air, Healthy Planet 

• 2022  The Air We Share 

• 2023 Together for Clean Air 

• 2024 Invest in #CleanAirNow 

 

2. Celebration at SPCB, Odisha 
State Pollution Control Board, Odisha observed the International Day of Clean Air for Blue Skies 2024 in its Head Office and 

six Regional Offices for seven non-attainment cities. 
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This year, the International Day of Clean Air for Blue 

Skies theme call everyone from governments and 

corporations to civil society and individuals to Invest in 

#CleanAirNow. This initiative aimed to maintain clean 

air in Odisha through green infrastructure, public 

awareness campaigns, and technological innovations. 

 

It’s Time to Invest in #CleanAirNow 



 

 

 

2.1 Bi-cycle Rally 

The State Pollution Control Board has organized a “Bi-cycle rally” in collaboration with the Centre for Environmental Studies 

(CES), FE&CC Department, Govt. of Odisha on the International Day of Clean Air for Blue Skies-2024. In this event Sri. Satyabrata 

Sahu, IAS, Addl. Chief Secretary, Sri Prem Kumar Jha, IFS, Director, Env.-cum-Spl. Secretary, Dr. K. Murugesan, IFS, Member 

Secretary, SPCB, Dr. Nihar Ranjan Sahoo, CEE, Er. Rabi Narayan Prusty, CEE, Er. Bijaya Kumar Behera, CEE, Dr. Sohan Giri, 

ACES-Cum-RO, Bhubaneswar, Er. Sitikantha Sahu, ACEE, Er. Dillip Kumar Dash, SEE along with the NCAP team, school students, 

local communities, and other dignitaries participated in the event and highlighted the theme “Invest in #CleanAirNow”. The 

main objective of this bi-cycle rally is to sensitise people to adopt environment-friendly lifestyles to reduce air pollution. A total of 

200 participants including OSPCB officials, school students, and public people participated in this programme. T-shirts and caps 

were also distributed during the rally. The rally covers about 5 km, starting from Forst Park and ending at the Head Office at 

Nilakantha Nagar, via Airport Square, Siripur Square, and Paika Nagar. During the cycling, sensitising slogans on air pollution 

control were displayed using banners and placards, for information of the public. As per the mission LiFE mandate, all the 

participants have taken the mission LiFE pledge. 
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Observation of the 5th International Day of Clean Air for Blue Skies in SPCB, Odisha 
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2.2 Public Awareness through 93.5 Red FM 

On the eve of the International Day of Clean Air 

for Blue Skies, the SPCB organized a mass public 

awareness programme in collaboration with superhit 

93.5 Red FM to interact and sensitise the public people 

to adopt an environment-friendly lifestyle to improve 

air quality. Talk shows were broadcast on 7th September 

2024 at 9:00 AM on the importance of clean air and a 

healthy environment.  

 

 

 

                                    Talk Show with R.J Niel of 93.5 Red FM 

2.3 Showcasing of Audio-Visual Spots in Cinema Halls 

OSPCB organised a mass public awareness programme in association with UFO Moviez India Ltd. and Cinepolis India Pvt. 

Ltd. for displaying four nos. of audio-visual spots on (i) E-waste management, (ii) Single-use plastic management, (iii) Open waste 

burning prevention, and (iv) Vehicular pollution management to sensitise the public people to adopt an environment-friendly 

lifestyle to improve air quality. This awareness campaign was exhibited in 37 cinema halls during movie shows across Odisha from 

05.09.2024 to 01.03.2025.  
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Ban  
Single Use Plastic 

E-waste Management 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

             

 

 

 

                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

Vehicular 

Pollution 

Management 

Awareness 

Video 
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Open Waste 

Burning 

Prevention 

Awareness 

Video 
 

Waste Segregation 

The Role of E-vehicles in Reducing  
Air Pollution 



 

 

 

2.4 Environmental Awareness in Various Apartments 

In order to improve air quality, SPCB and superhit 93.5 Red FM collaborated to conduct an extensive public awareness 

programme at 10 different apartments in Bhubaneswar and Cuttack by RJs of superhit 93.5 Red FM and Board officers intended 

for interacting and sensitising everyone in the community to adopt an environmentally friendly lifestyle. These apartments include 

Chandrama, Acrux Neon, DN OxyPark, Netaji Subhas Enclave, Royal Lagoon, Tamarind Terraces, Metro Villa, Mani Tribhuvan, 

Utkal Heights, and Northern Heights. Cultural activities such as dancing, singing, ramp shows etc. are conducted and prizes are 

also distributed to the winners during this event. Board officers also encouraged the community to adopt an environmentally 

friendly lifestyle and emphasised the need to make further efforts to improve air quality, including reducing air pollution and 

protecting human health. This awareness campaign was exhibited from 28.09.2024 to 09.10.2024. More than 1000 people 

participated in these events and the mission LiFE pledge has been taken during the programme. All these events are successfully 

uploaded on the “Meri LiFE” portal developed by MoEF&CC.   
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Awareness Programme at Various Apartments 

in Bhubaneswar and Cuttack 

Cultural Events at Various Apartments 

in Bhubaneswar and Cuttack 
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3. Glimpse of Campaign Activities in Non-attainment 

Cities 
The seven non-attainment cities viz. Angul, Balasore, Bhubaneswar, Cuttack, Kalinga Nagar, Rourkela, and Talcher also 

observed the day in their jurisdiction. 

3.1 Angul 

Angul Municipality has celebrated the 5th 

International Day of Clean Air for Blue Skies-2024 in 

collaboration with the Regional Office, SPCB, Angul. Sri 

Akshaya Kumar Samant, Chairman, Angul Municipality, Sri 

Ghanashyam Tripathy, Junior Engineer-Cum-NCAP Nodal 

officer, Angul Municipality, Dr. Prafulla Kumar Behera, Asst. 

Env. Scientist, SPCB, were presented at this event. The event 

was inaugurated with a plantation drive near the Bus stand 

under “Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam” followed by an awareness 

programme. In this awareness programme, Dr. Prafulla 

Kumar Behera highlighted the present air quality status and 

its health impact in and around the Angul area and sensitised 

all to improve air quality. A total of 50 participants including 

SPCB officials, Angul Municipality officials and public people 

participated in this programme, and all have taken the 

mission LiFE pledge. 

Observation of the 5th International Day of Clean Air for  

Blue Skies in Angul 
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3.2 Balasore 

Balasore Municipality has celebrated the 5th International Day of Clean Air for Blue Skies-2024 in coordination with the 

Regional Office, SPCB, Balasore and Swayam Sahayak Gosthi, Balasore. Sri Bhim Charan Marandi, Dy. Env. Scientist, Sri Pradeep 

Kumar Rout, Asst. Env. Scientist, Sri Dhanesh Kumar, Asst. 

Env. Scientist, Regional Office, SPCB, Balasore, Sri Bismith 

Behura, Sanitation Expert, Sri Utsav Bhadra, Sanitation 

Expert, Sri Subhakanta Nayak, Sanitation Expert, Balasore 

Municipality joined to celebrate this event. This day is a 

dedicated occasion to raise awareness about air quality and 

environmental health. This programme focuses on 

enhancing air quality and promoting environmental 

sustainability through community-driven tree plantation 

initiatives. This programme aims to increase green cover in 

the Balasore area to improve air quality and raise 

awareness about the importance of trees in combating 

climate change. The initiative not only contributes to 

cleaner air but also enhances biodiversity and creates green 

spaces for future generations. A total of 50 Participants 

including local communities participated in this 

programme, and all have taken the mission LiFE pledge. 

 

Observation of the 5th International Day of Clean Air for  

Blue Skies in Balasore 
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3.3 Bhubaneswar  

Bhubaneswar Municipal Corporation has observed the 5th International Day of Clean Air Blue Skies-2024 with the 

collaboration of the SPCB, Bhubaneswar. In this event Smt. Sulochana Das, Hon'ble Mayor, Sri Rajesh Prabhakar Patil, 

Commissioner, Sri Suvendu Kumar Sahu, Addl. Commissioner, Standing Committee Chairperson, Dr. Nihar Ranjan Sahoo, Chief 

Env. Engineer, SPCB, Dr. Sohan Giri, Addl. Chief Env. Scientist-Cum-RO, Er. Dillip Kumar Dash, Sr. Env. Engineer, SPCB along 

with NCAP team, local Corporators, Resident Welfare Associations (RWAs), Govt. school students, local communities, BMC 

officials and other dignitaries participated in the event and highlighted the theme “Invest in #CleanAirNow”, focusing on 

actions for improving air quality. Hon'ble Mayor, BMC Commissioner, and Chief Environmental Engineer, SPCB addressed the 

participants and made them aware of the air pollution source, its impacts, and NCAP's target to bring down 40% of the particulate 

matter concentration by 2026. 
  

The programme started with a signature campaign to raise awareness followed by a Walkathon in the Patrapada area with 

more than 300 participants, demonstrating a collective commitment to clean air initiatives. The rally proceeded to the Bhagwanpur 

Wealth Centre, where a large-scale plantation drive occurred. Over 200 plants were planted on the spot, with a target of 1,000 more 

plants to be added in the coming days, showcasing long-term efforts toward creating a greener environment. This initiative aligned 

with the National Clean Air Programme (NCAP) goals, launched in 2019 by the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate 

Change (MoEF&CC), aimed at reducing air pollution and promoting sustainable urban development. The involvement of students, 

RWAs, and the local community reflects a holistic approach towards cleaner air and healthier living standards. 
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Observation of the 5th International Day of Clean Air for Blue Skies in Bhubaneswar 
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3.4 Cuttack 

Cuttack Municipal Corporation (CMC) has 

celebrated the 5th International Day of Clean Air for 

Blue Skies-2024 in collaboration with the Regional 

Office, SPCB, Cuttack. Smt. Sona Tudu, Additional 

Commissioner, Sri Bharat Kumar Sethi, Executive 

Engineer-Cum-NCAP Nodal officer, Smt. Rashmita 

Priyadarshini, Env. Engineer-cum-RO, SPCB, and 

Smt. Kanchan Mala Bihari, Env. Scientist, SPCB 

were presented at this event. Teachers & school 

children of Rebadebi Sovaniya Sikhyashram and 

Yugasrasta Sovaniya Sikhyashram, Cuttack were 

also presented. The event was inaugurated with a 

plantation drive at Belleview Park under “Ek Ped 

Maa Ke Naam” followed by an awareness 

programme. In this awareness programme Smt. 

Rashmita Priyadarshini highlighted the present air 

quality status and its health impact in and around 

the Cuttack area and sensitised all to improve air 

quality. A total of 70 participants including SPCB 

officials, CMC officials, school students, and public 

people participated in this programme, and all have 

taken the mission LiFE pledge.                                                         Observation of the 5th International Day of Clean Air for  

Blue Skies in Cuttack 
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3.5 Kalinga Nagar 

Vyasanagar Municipality has celebrated the 5th 

International Day of Clean Air for Blue Skies-2024 in 

collaboration with the Regional Office, SPCB, Kalinga 

Nagar. Sri Madan Mohan Sahoo, Dy. Env. Engineer-

Cum-RO, SPCB, Sri Himanshu Shekhar Sahu, Asst. 

Env. Scientist, SPCB, Ms. Namrata Modi, Executive 

Officer, Vyasanagar Municipality, Ranger Officer, 

Jajpur Road, Warden of Shanti Nivas (home for the 

differently challenged & old age), Dr. Debasmita 

Sahoo, Principal, Vyasanagar Public School were 

presented at this event. Teachers and students of 

Vyasanagar Public School were also presented in this 

programme. A plantation drive was organized under 

the “Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam along with an awareness 

programme at Vyasanagar Public School. A technical 

presentation was also given by Sri Himanshu Shekhar 

Sahu to aware the school students. A total of 120 

Participants presented in this programme, and all 

have taken the mission LiFE pledge. 

 

                                                                             Observation of the 5th International Day of Clean Air for  

Blue Skies in Kalinga Nagar 
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3.6 Rourkela 

The Regional Office, Rourkela observed the 5th International Day of Clean Air for Blue Skies-2024 in the Civic Centre, Sector-

19, Rourkela. One Workshop has been organised to celebrate this event. Dr. Anup Kumar Mallick, Addl. Chief Env. Scientist-Cum-

RO, SPCB, Prof. K. Umamaheshwar Rao, Director, NIT 

Rourkela, Sri Tarun Mishra, ED (HR), Sri Alok Verma, 

ED (Mines), Sri S. R. Suryawanshi, ED (Works), 

Rourkela Steel Plant (RSP), and Rourkela Municipal 

Corporation officials were presented in this programme. 

In this workshop, technical presentations were given by 

Prof. Himanshu Bhusan Sahu, NIT Rourkela, Prof. 

Kakoli Karar Paul, NIT Rourkela, and Malla Srinivasu, 

Chief Gen. Manager (RP&E), RSP.  
 

The Regional Office, Rourkela has also organized 

a short play on environmental awareness and air 

Pollution at the venue. During the event, school and 

college students were also felicitated for taking part in 

competitions and campaign-related activities. A total of 

150 participants including SPCB officials, RMC officials, 

RSP officials, NIT Rourkela officials, school students, 

and public people participated in this programme, and 

all have taken the mission LiFE pledge.                                                                               

Observation of the 5th International Day of Clean Air for  

Blue Skies in Rourkela 
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3.7 Talcher 

Talcher Municipality has celebrated the 5th 

International Day of Clean Air for Blue Skies-2024 

in collaboration with the Regional Office, SPCB, 

Angul. Sri Pabitra Bhutia, Chairman, Talcher 

Municipality, Sri Balaya Dehury, Executive Officer-

Cum-NCAP Nodal officer, Talcher Municipality, Dr. 

Prafulla Kumar Behera, Asst. Env. Scientist, SPCB, 

were presented at this event. The event was 

inaugurated with a plantation drive at Taala Sahi, 

Ward no.-4 under “Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam” followed 

by an awareness programme. In this awareness 

programme, Dr. Prafulla Kumar Behera 

highlighted the present air quality status and its 

health impact in and around the Talcher area and 

sensitised all to improve air quality. A total of 50 

participants including SPCB officials, Talcher 

Municipality officials and public people 

participated in this programme, and all have taken 

the mission LiFE pledge.                                                                                         

 

Observation of the 5th International Day of Clean Air for  

Blue Skies in Talcher 
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4. Recommendations 

• Air pollution is a significant issue, major contributing sources are vehicular, industry, road dust, solid waste burning, 

transportation, etc. To address this, stakeholders from various sectors should unite on a common platform, fostering a 

holistic understanding of pollution sources and formulating targeted strategies for emission reduction and enhanced air 

quality. 
 

• Climate change is driving a focus on fostering behavioural change and promoting clean air, aiming to protect public health 

and the environment.  
 

• Achieving clean air requires partnerships among stakeholders, substantial investment in air quality improvement, and active 

participation from individuals, communities, industries, and governments. 
   

• Youth participation in awareness campaigns and sustainable initiatives is crucial for combating air pollution. Odisha is 

strengthening data governance for informed policy formulation and decision-making. 
 

• Climate governance and adaptation efforts are addressing climate change challenges, with initiatives promoting sustainable 

practices. 
 

• A comprehensive approach to air quality management involves critical evaluation, monitoring, source apportionment 

studies, hotspot zone identification, improved response systems, and capacity building. 
 

• Increased funding will expand ground-based monitoring stations and integrate advanced modelling tools. 
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5. Media Coverage 
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State Pollution Control Board, Odisha 

A/118, Nilakantha Nagar, Unit-VIII, Bhubaneswar-751012, Odisha, India 


